Era: |Guilded Age, 1877-1900

Context: Also known as the Second Industrial Age, this era is rife with trouble. The newly reconstructed America immediately takes on the struggle to be a world power. The results are mixed: doors open to millions of immigrants, who are greeted by racist hostilities; the modern factory and railroads do miracles to link the nation but abuses from “robber barons” make the working person’s life dangerous, miserable and open to the appeal of labor (and on a more radical level, Socialists). This era also is America’s most imperialistic era with war with Spain and the resulting acquisition of several off-continent lands and their already-civilized peoples. 

Major philosophical questions of the era: 

Although it seems in retrospect that no one at this time was considering the philosophical issues of the day, there is much evidence that many Americans (and observers abroad) were aware of trouble brewing in America as it moved towards the dawn of what would come to be called (also in retrospect) the “American Century.” Students must consider whether the abuses of the robber barons were necessary evils for the cause of progress or whether there was another way for America to “catch up” with the industrial advances of Europe and other parts of the world. 

Thoughtful scholars also examine how America, the nation of immigrants, greeted the onslaught of “new Americans,” the implications of Social Darwinism and the US foreign policy. Like slavery, it is easy to judge but much more challenging – and important – to consider the points of view that brought so many in America to the position as imperialists abroad and a society of haves and have-nots at home.

Themes of the Gilded Age: 

	Politics: hard vs. soft money ('70s & '90s); tariff ('80s); corruption due to greed, patronage & trusts (throughout late 19th c.)

	Industrialism: U.S. became the world’s most powerful economy by 1890s: railroads, steel, oil, electricity, banking

	America was transformed from an agrarian nation to an urban nation between 1865 and 1920.

	Urbanization: millions of "New Immigrants" came from Southern and Eastern Europe, mostly to work in factories.

	Unions and Reform movements sought to curb the injustices of industrialism.

	Farmers increasingly lost ground in the new industrial economy and eventually organized (Populism)

	The "Last West": farming, mining, & cattle raising

	By 1900 society had become more stratified into classes than any time before or since.


	Presidents
	Political Parties

	19.  Rutherford B. Hayes, 1877-1881
Republican
VP - Wheeler
Major Items: 

Bland-Allison Act, 1878 (free coinage of silver) 

Troops withdrawn from the South, 1877 

20.  James A Garfield, March 4 to September 19, 1881
Republican
VP - Chester A. Arthur
Secretary of State - James A. Blaine
Major Items: 

Assassinated by C. Julius Guiteau 

21.  Chester A. Arthur, 1881-1885
Republican
Secretary of State - James A. Blaine
Major Items: 

Pendleton Act, 1883 (set up civil service commission) 

22.  Grover Cleveland, 1885-1889
Democrat
VP - Hendricks
Major Items: 

Knights of Labor, 1886 

Haymarket Riot, 1886 

Interstate Commerce Act, 1887 

Washburn v. Illinois, 1886 

23.  Benjamin Harrison, 1889-1893
Republican
VP - Morton
Secretary of State - James A. Blaine
Major Items: 

Sherman Anti-trust Act, 1890 

Populist Party Platform, 1892 

North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, Washington become states, 1889 

Idaho and Wyoming become states, 1890 

McKinley Tariff, 1890 

Sherman Act, 1890 

24.  Grover Cleveland, 1893-1897
Second Administration (only President to serve two non-consecutive terms)
Democrat
VP - Stevenson
Major Items: 

Panic of 1893 

Hawaiian incident, 1893 

Venezuelan Boundary Affair, 1895 

Pullman Strike, 1894 

American Federation of Labor 

Wilson-Gorman Tariff, 1894 

25.  William McKinley, 1897-1901
Republican
VP - Garet Hobart, 1896-1900
VP - Theodore Roosevelt
Secretary of State - John Hay
Major Items:

New Imperialism 

Spanish-American War, April 1898 - February 1899 

Open Door Policy, 1899 

Boxer Rebellion, 1900 

McKinley was assassinated by Leon Czolgosz, 1901 



	Democratic Party: 

One of the two main political parties of the United States. Its origins can be traced to the coalition formed behind Thomas Jefferson in the 1790s to resist the policies of George Washington’s administration. This coalition, originally called the Republican, and later the Democratic Republican Party, split into two factions during the presidential campaign of 1828. One, the National-Republican Party, was absorbed into the Whig Party in 1934; the other became the Democratic Party.

Republican Party: 

One of the two major United States political parties, founded by a coalition in 1854. The coalition was composed of former members of the Whig, Free-Soil, and Know-Nothing (American) Parties, along with Northern Democrats who were dissatisfied with their party's conciliatory attitude on the slavery issue. The early Republicans were united in their opposition to extending slavery into the western territories. In 1856   the nominated John Charles Frémont for the presidency. He won about a third of the popular vote, but alienated many potential supporters by his failure to oppose immigration. 

Greenback-Labor Party: 

Popular name for the National Party, a political party organized in 1878 by workers and farmers as   a means of relieving their economic difficulties resulting from the depression of the 1870s. The party was formed by Greenbacks, members of the defunct Greenback Party, and by the members of a number of local organizations.




	Laws & Acts



	Timber & Stone Act of 1878: 

Allowed any person to acquire a 1/4 section of forest at $2.50 an acre if the land was "unfit for cultivation"

Bland Allison Act of 1878: 

Authorized the treasury department to purchase $2-4 million worth of silver bullion per month and to coin silver.

Pendleton Act of 1883: 

Provided the president a way to determine the fitness of applicants for office by way of a competitive examination.

Interstate Commerce Act (1887): 

Provided the creation of a commission to oversee rates on railways, prohibit rebates, end discriminatory practices, and require annual reports and financial statements.

Dawes Severalty Act, 1887, Dawes Severalty Act provides for 160 acres to be given to each Indian family, breaking up the system of communal land holdings 

Sherman Anti-Trust Act (1890): 

Made to prevent corporation from engaging in monopolistic practices that were seen as "combination in restraint of trade". This was used to shut down several businesses and was soon found false with the case of E.C. Knight vs. United States.

Sherman Silver Purchase Act (1890): 

Pro-silver interests passed legislation authorizing Congress to buy 4.5 million ounces of silver each month at market prices, and issue Treasury notes redeemable in gold and silver. This Act was soon repealed in 1893.

McKinley Tariff (1890): 

This compromise protective tariff promised by the Republicans in 1888 and passed by McKinley also extended to industrial and agricultural goods. The Act also included a reciprocal trade provisions that allowed the president to retaliate against nations that discriminated against U.S. products, and reward states that opened their markets to American goods.


	Wars

Spanish American War: 

1898; The inability of Spain and Cuba to resolve outcomes of Cuban revolution and loss of American Market due to the Spanish led to the declaration of War. Americans supported the Cubans ousting the Spanish in Cuba as well as in the Philippines taking both islands.

Remember the Maine!


	Rebellions

Covey’s Army: 

1894; Populist businessman Jacob Coxey led a march of millions of unemployed people into Washington demanding a work relief program.
	Battles

San Juan Hill was fought during the Spanish-American War where Roosevelt led a charge up a hill on Cuba - 1896-97
	Crisis

Venezuelan Boundary Dispute: 
1893-95; dispute over Britain's boundary of Guiana in South America. The British claimed it was more in Venezuelan territory, however, the Venezuelans believed it was further toward British Guiana. Ideas of British violation of the Monroe Doctrine arose; however, Britain agreed to observe the doctrine.


	Supremes

Munn vs. Illinois, 1877, grain elevator owner refused to comply with state warehouse act; any business that served public interest was subject to state control

Wabash, St. Louis & Pacific Railway Company vs. Illinois, 1886, Illinois cannot regulate interstate shipments and ultimately interstate commerce

Reagan vs. Farmer Loan & Trust, 1894, court had power to decide if rates were unreasonable even if the state legislature had established them

United States vs. E.C. Knight, 1895, emasculated Sherman Act; sugar refining company has not violated law by taking over a number of competitors

Pollock vs. Farmer Loan's & Trust, 1895, invalidated a federal income tax law

Plessy v. Ferguson (1896) capped the failure of Reconstruction by making it constitutional to segregate the black and white races: "Separate but equal" 
Court ruled that separation was legal so long as facilities were equal. This ruling henceforth applied to schools and other public places. Remained intact until Brown v. Board of Education in 1954:
	Land

Puerto Rico: 

As a result of the Spanish-American War (1898), Puerto Rico was ceded to the United States by the Treaty of Paris, December 10, 1898. In 1900 the U.S. Congress established a civil government on the island. U.S. citizenship was granted to Puerto Ricans in 1917, and the United States instituted measures designed to solve various economic and social problems of the overpopulated area.

Guam: 

In 1898, by the terms of the Treaty of Paris at the end of the Spanish-American War, the island was ceded by Spain to the United States.

Hawaii: 
President McKinley signed the resolution on July 7, 1898 and the formal transfer of Hawaiian sovereignty to the United States took place in Honolulu on August 12, 1898. On June 14, 1900, Hawaii became a U.S. territory, making all its citizens U.S. citizens. Hawaii was proclaimed the 50th state on August 21, 1959.

Philippines: 

By the terms of the Treaty of Paris of 1898, Spain ceded the entire archipelago to the United States in return for $20 million, and on December 21st the United States was proclaimed the establishment of U.S. military rule.




	Culture:

Yellow Journalism, 1896, The first comic strip, "The Yellow Kid," appears in Hearst's New York World. The term "yellow journalism" (sensationalistic reporting) later derives from the connection

A Century of Dishonor, 1881, Helen Hunt Jackson's A Century of Dishonor chronicles the federal government's treatment of Native Americans

1888 Death of Bronson and Louisa May Alcott  

James, Aspern Papers  

Whitman, November Boughs; Complete Poems and Prose  

Edward Bellamy, Looking Backward (utopian novel)  
Theodore Roosevelt, Ranch Life and the Hunting Trail
1893, Stephen Crane, Maggie: A Girl of the Streets. Crane publishes this edition at his own expense under the pseudonym Johnston Smith.  

McClure's Magazine  (New York), 1893-1929, which will become famous for publishing "muckraking" articles from c.1901-12, reformist exposes such as Ida Tarbell's "The History of the Standard Oil Company," Lincoln Steffens's "The Shame of Minneapolis," and Ray Stannard Baker's "The Right to Work." S. S. McClure's My Autobiography  (1914) was written by Willa Cather

Ragtime, 1899, Scott Joplin brings a new style of music to America
The Grange: 
1867; also known as the Patrons of Husbandry, it was a ritualistic society formed in 1967 through the efforts of Oliver H. Kelley to promote rural social activity as an antidote to the loneliness and monotony of farm life. The Grangers organized cooperatives to reduce the cost of the commodities that they purchased and to increase the price of the crops that they produced. The Grangers also took some political action supporting sympathetic candidates and winning many seats in the senate. In the so-called Granger Cases of the 1870s the Supreme court upheld a state's right to establish maximum fees to be charges by railroads and public utilities, but in the e1880s the Court reversed itself regarding the competence of a state to regulate railroad traffic.

Harte, Bret: 
(1836-1902), American writer, best known for his works of local color set in the American West. In 1868 Harte helped to establish and became editor of the Overland Monthly, which published many of his best-known stories, including "The Luck of Roaring Camp" (1868), "The Outcasts of Poker Flat," (1869), and his comic poem "Plain Language from Truthful James" (1870), also known as "The Heathen Chinee." Despite their coarseness, these works have come to be regarded as classics of American regional literature and are noted for their descriptions of the lusty, humorous, and sometimes violent life typical of the mining camps and towns of California in the late 19th century. A collection of Harte's stories, The Luck of Roaring Camp and Other Sketches, was greeted with acclaim in 1870.

Homer, Winslow: 
(1836-1910), American naturalist painter, who is often considered, along with Thomas Eakins, one of the greatest American 19th-century artists. Clean outlines, simplified forms, and dramatic contrasts of light and dark, and lively groupings of figures characterized his illustrations, primarily engravings. These qualities were to remain important characteristics of his art throughout his career. In the grandeur of his themes and the strength of his designs, he became a dominant influence on the American realist style of painting.

Remington, Frederic:
(1861-1909), American painter, sculptor, and writer, born in Canton, New York, and educated at the Art Students League, New York City. Remington is famous for the lively scenes, in paint and in bronze, of the Old West that form the subject matter of most of his works.

Whitman, Walt: 
(1819-1892), American poet, whose work boldly asserts the worth of the individual and the oneness of all humanity. Whitman’s defiant break with traditional poetic concerns and style exerted a major influence on American thought and literature. Whitman wrote poems and stories for popular magazines and made political speeches, for which Tammany Hall Democrats rewarded him with the editorship of various short-lived newspapers. For two years Whitman edited the influential Brooklyn Eagle, but he lost his position for supporting the Free-Soil party. After a brief sojourn in New Orleans, Louisiana, he returned to Brooklyn, where he tried to start a Free-Soil newspaper. After several years spent at various jobs, including building houses, Whitman began writing a new kind of poetry and thereafter neglected business.

	Foreign Policy

Pan-American Conference, 1889, established an International Bureau later called Pan-American Union to promote cultural and commercial exchange. Conference called to discuss hemisphere problems.

New Manifest Destiny, late 1800's, America was overcome with the idea of imperialism where it was America's duty to rule the Western hemisphere. Hawaii and the Philippines were the first victims of this new Manifest Destiny

Teller Amendment, 1898, sponsored by Republican senator Henry M. Teller of Colorado, which disclaimed any intention by the United States to exercise control over Cuba, pledging that the government of the island would be left to its inhabitants as soon as peace had been restored.

Treaty of Paris, 1899, It secured independence for Cuba from Spain. It ceded the Philippines, Puerto Rico, and Guam to the United States. It also ended the Spanish-American War.

Open Door Policy, 1899, A guarantee of equal opportunity of trade and the sovereignty of the Chinese government.


	Miscellaneous

American Federation of Labor: 

The AFL was founded in Columbus, Ohio, in December 1886, during a period of widespread strikes by workers seeking an 8-hour day. The Federation of Organized Trades and Labor Union of the United States and Canada, established in 1881 to encourage labor legislation, and several unaffiliated trade unions merged to form the AFL. Its primary objectives were unionization of workers, support of legislation beneficial to labor, reduction of working hours, and improvement of working conditions and wages. The American labor leader Samuel Gompers was elected president, and, under his leadership, the AFL adopted a policy of supporting political candidates considered friendly to labor, regardless of party affiliation.

Cross of Gold speech, 1896, At the Democratic National Convention, William Jennings Bryan electrifies the crowd with his "Cross of Gold" speech supporting free silver (instead of the gold standard).  

Anti-Imperialist League, 1899, formed by Twain and others to oppose action in Philippines.

Farmers Alliance: 1885;

Homestead Strike: 
1892; Iron and steel workers went on strike in Pennsylvania against the Carnegie Steel Company to protest salary reductions. Carnegie employed strikebreaking Pinkerton security guards. Management-labor warfare led to a number of deaths on both sides.

Knights of Labor:
Stressed (1) industrial unionism; (2) all workers in one organization; (3) formation of local assemblies; (4) centralized control of local assemblies by national body. This organization relied on strikes and boycotts to achieve its objectives.

Mugwumps: 

1884; considered themselves reformers, but on social and economic issues nearly all were conservative. Advocates of Laissez-Faire. Reform meant doing away with corruption and making the government more efficient.

Populists: 

1892; People Party; espoused a program for agrarians or farmers. Wanted to reform system from within, providing and even distribution of wealth. Participated in the election of 1892 and 1896.

Promontory Point
Pullman Strike: 

1894; Eugene V. Debs' American Railway Union struck the Pullman Car Company in Chicago over wage cuts and job losses. President Cleveland broke the violent strike with federal troops. Popular opinion deplored violence and militant labor tactics.

Robber Baron:

Critical term used by muckrakers and labor to describe Morgan, Carnegie, Rockefeller and other industrialists, who – in the opinion of critics – made millions on the back of workers forced to labor in unsafe and underpaid positions.

Wounded Knee:

Last major confrontation between government and Sioux, 1890. Because of fears about the Ghost Dance, troops arrived to arrest leader, shots fired and major massacre ensued.

Wholesale disenfranchisement of African-Americans began in 1890 achieved by intimidation, fraud, and trickery. Poll taxes & property requirements; literacy tests admin. unfairly to favor illiterate whites. "Grandfather clauses" aimed to reduce number of black voters while enfranchising white voters who did not meet #1 & #2 Required citizenship prior to establishment of 14th Amendment Gerrymandering 
"Jim Crow" laws in 1890s (beginning in 1881) intended to segregate blacks in public facilities: e.g., public schools, railroad cars, restaurants Lynchings as a form of intimidation During 1890s, 200 blacks were lynched per year; 4/5 in the South. Lynchings in 1892 (230) all-time high followed by 1884 (211).Lynch law and mob rule competed with justice in many areas

Niagara Movement (1905-1909) . Demanded immediate end to segregation and to discrimination in the unions, courts, and public facilities. Demanded equality of economic and educational opportunity. Laid the groundwork for creation of the NAACP. DuBois demanded that the "talented tenth" of the black community be given full and immediate access to the mainstream of American life. 
NAACP (National Association for the Advancement of Colored People) After Springfield Race Riots in 1909, a group of white progressives inc.Jane Addams, John Dewey, William Dean Howells, and editor Oswald Garrison Villard formed the.


	People

Bell, Alexander Graham: 
Best known for inventing the telephone, Alexander Graham Bell was a passionate educator and innovator throughout his life. He developed the telephone while working with the deaf in 1874, and then went on to experiment with ideas ranging from the recording cylinder (precursor of phonograph records) to hydrofoil boats.

Bellamy, Edward: 

(1850-98), American essayist and journalist, born in Chicopee Falls, Massachusetts, and educated at Union College.In 1888 Bellamy published his most important work, Looking Backward, 2000-1887, a depiction of an ideal socialistic society in the year 2000. This best-selling novel inspired the formation of many socialistic clubs; in order to expound his views, Bellamy founded the journal New Nation in 1891.

Carnegie, Andrew: 
Although Andrew Carnegie made millions of dollars in the steel industry, he is best known for the legacy of donations he made to various charitable causes. Carnegie donated nearly $350 million to education, research, and art institutions. Carnegie founded the Carnegie Technical Schools—now called Carnegie-Mellon University—in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, in 1900 to make a contribution to both research and education. For the arts, he built Carnegie Hall, a grand concert hall, in New York City. Carnegie also founded a number of libraries throughout the United States.

Conkling, Roscoe: 
(1829-88), American politician and lawyer, born in Albany, New York, and educated in law. After three terms as a U.S. congressman (1859-63 and 1865-67), Conkling was elected to the U.S. Senate in 1867. He was a senator until 1881, becoming the undisputed leader of the Republican Party in New York State by virtue of his control of political patronage. In 1876 he contended unsuccessfully for the Republican presidential nomination. Ohio Governor Rutherford B. Hayes won the nomination and the election, and was opposed by Conkling throughout his administration, especially on the issue of civil-service reform

Coxey, Jacob: 
Wishing to aid the unemployed, Jacob Coxey developed a proposal for government assistance. In 1894 he led a march to Washington, D.C., intending to demonstrate and demand action. Instead, he was arrested after a confrontation with Washington police, who jailed him for his activities.

Debs, Eugene: 
Eugene Debs began working on the railroads at age 14, and in 1893, at age 38, he founded the American Railway Union. The union dissolved after a violent strike in 1894. Debs served a six-month jail sentence for his participation in the strike and turned to radical politics soon after being released. Despite persecution for his political beliefs, Debs ran as the Socialist candidate for president five times. He collected 6 percent of the vote in 1912.

Dewey, George: 
Admiral George Dewey was in command of the U.S. Navy’s Asiatic Squadron based in Hong Kong in 1898 when the U.S. declared war on Spain. Commanded to sail to Manila and capture or destroy the Spanish fleet based there, he engaged the fleet in Manila Bay early May 1 and completely destroyed it by noon, without a single loss of American life.

Edison, Thomas: 
(1847-1931), American inventor, whose development of a practical electric light bulb, electric generating system, sound-recording device, and motion picture projector had profound effects on the shaping of modern society. In 1878 Edison was appointed Chevalier of the Legion of Honor of France and in 1889 was made Commander of the Legion of Honor. In 1892 he was awarded the Albert Medal of the Society of Arts of Britain and in 1928 received the Congressional Gold Medal "for development and application of inventions that have revolutionized civilization in the last century."

Eliot, Charles: 
(1834-1926), American educator born in Boston on March 20, 1834, and educated at Harvard University. Eliot was assistant professor of mathematics and chemistry at Harvard from 1858 to 1863. He spent the next few years in Europe studying chemistry and foreign educational methods. He returned to the U.S. in 1865 to become professor of analytical chemistry at the newly formed Massachusetts Institute of Technology, remaining there until 1869, when he became the 22nd president of Harvard University. Influenced by what he had seen abroad, Eliot remodeled the university curriculum on a liberal basis. Although he did not originate the elective system, he established it so thoroughly that it spread to other colleges. By raising the requirements for university admission, he raised the standards of secondary schools. In 1894 he suggested cooperation among the colleges to establish a common entrance test and equalize standards, preparing the way for the College Entrance Examinations Board.

George, Henry: 
(1839-1897), American economist and social philosopher, born in Philadelphia. His book Progress and Poverty (1879), in which he developed this idea, brought him fame as an opponent of poverty and injustice in modern capitalism.

Geronimo: 
Geronimo, an Apache chief born in Arizona, became famous in the late 19th century for his impressive resistance to forced reservation life. When the United States government attempted to move the Chiricahua Apache people to Florida and Alabama from their traditional home, Geronimo began a series of periodic raids on white settlements that lasted ten years. He escaped from federal authority several times, but in September 1886 he surrendered for the last time. Federal troops then moved the Apache and many other tribes to Oklahoma Territory. Geronimo died in 1909 at Fort Sill, Oklahoma, three years after he published his memoirs.

Gompers, Samuel: 
American labor leader Samuel Gompers served for 37 years as the president of the American Federation of Labor. He was a strong force in securing political respect for labor unions. 

Gould, Jay: 
Full name JASON GOULD (1836-92), American financier, born in Roxbury, New York. In the late 1850s he began buying railroad bonds and soon controlled the Rensselaer and Saratoga Line. In 1859 he became a stockbroker in New York City and began his association with the American speculators James Fisk and Daniel Drew. Through stock manipulation, they gained control of the Erie Railroad from American financier Cornelius Vanderbilt, and in 1868 Gould became president of the line. Gould, Fisk, and Drew gained about $11 million from this venture. In 1869 Gould entered a scheme to corner the gold market, which resulted in a sudden drop in the price of gold and one of the worst panics in American financial history, on Black Friday. Soon afterward, litigation was begun against Gould for his $5-million sale of worthless Erie Railroad stock, and in 1872 he was forced to relinquish control of the line.

Hanna, Marc: 
(1837-1904), American politician and businessman, born in New Lisbon (now Lisbon), Ohio.Beginning in 1880, Hanna became increasingly active in the Republican Party. At the Republican National Convention of 1888 he managed the unsuccessful bid of U.S. senator John Sherman for the presidential nomination. In 1896, Hanna did secure the Republican presidential nomination for another protégé of his, Governor William McKinley of Ohio. As chairman of the Republican National Committee, Hanna managed the promotion of his candidate as well as the subsequent campaign, raising a huge war chest as a means to win the election for McKinley.

Hearst, William R.: 
Communications magnate and political figure William Randolph Hearst built an American publishing empire during the late 19th century and early 20th century. In 1887 Hearst took over his father’s newspaper, the San Francisco Examiner, and by 1927 he controlled 25 newspapers across the country. Hearst attracted readers with sensationalist headlines, a practice that gave rise to the term "yellow journalism."

Howells, William Dean: 
(1837-1920), eminent American novelist and critic, whose championing of such diverse American writers as Stephen Crane, Frank Norris, Henry James, and Mark Twain made him the most influential literary force of his day. In the mid-1880s Howells became concerned with social issues of his time. He risked public denunciation in 1887 when he expressed his belief that the Chicago anarchists tried for their involvement in the Haymarket Square Riot were convicted and executed for their political beliefs, not for their crimes.

Jackson, Helen Hunt: 
(1830-1885), born Helen Maria Fiske, American novelist whose books exposed the appalling living conditions of Native Americans. Her efforts to improve the lives of indigenous peoples came to public notice in 1881 when she published A Century of Dishonor, an account of the betrayal of these groups by the United States government.

Morgan, J.P.: 
John Pierpont Morgan, Jr., became a prominent figure in international finance and investment banking. His father, John Pierpont Morgan, was a well-known U.S. industrial magnate, financier, and philanthropist.

Norris, Frank: 
(1870-1902), American novelist, born in Chicago, and educated at the University of California and Harvard University. He was a newspaper correspondent during the Spanish-American War (1898) and the Boer War (1899-1902). Norris's novels, influenced by the French naturalistic novelist Émile Zola, are brutally realistic, describing and analyzing sordid human motives and environments. Norris's most important works are McTeague (1899), a powerful story of the tragedy caused by greed in the lives of ordinary people

Powderly, Terence: 
(1849-1924), American labor leader and head of the Knights of Labor, born in Carbondale, Pennsylvania. In 1879 he was chosen to succeed the retiring Uriah Stephens as head of the order of the Knights of Labor, an all-inclusive union founded in 1869. Powderly’s vision of a better world, his voluminous correspondence with the rank and file, and his obvious sense of dedication and mission all contributed to his great appeal. It was, in fact, as a publicist and educator that Powderly made his greatest contribution to the labor movement by drawing attention to the low rank of workers in society and increasing people's awareness of a national labor movement. In 1886 these unionists organized a rival movement, the American Federation of Labor. The Knights went into decline, and by the 1890s they were no longer important in the labor movement. In 1893 Powderly was deposed from his position of leadership, ending his career in the labor movement.

Pulitzer, Joseph: 
Hungarian-born American journalist Joseph Pulitzer became a successful writer and newspaper publisher during the 1800s and early 1900s. After his death in 1911, his estate established the Pulitzer Prize, a series of 21 awards given annually for achievements in drama, letters, music, and journalism.

Reed, Thomas: 
(1839-1902), American legislator, born in Portland, Maine, and educated at Bowdoin College. He was a member of the Maine House of Representatives (1868, 1869), of the state Senate (1870), and was attorney general of Maine (1870-72). Reed was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives (1877-99) as a Republican and was Speaker of the House (1889-91; 1895-99). In 1890 he effected a major change in the procedural rules of the House, whereby all members present are counted in determining a quorum; previously, a quorum consisted only of members voting. This change became known popularly as the Reed rules. In 1896 Reed was a candidate for the Republican nomination for the presidency of the U.S.; the Ohio governor William McKinley, who also won the election, defeated him. Three years later Reed resigned from the House in opposition to the policy of the administration on the Spanish-American.

Riis, Jacob: 
(1849-1914), American social reformer, photographer, and journalist, born in Ribe, Denmark. In 1877 he became a police reporter for the New York Tribune, and in 1888 he began working for the New York Evening Sun. Riis actively sought reforms in tenement housing and schools, and his How the Other Half Lives (1890) was one of the earliest popular social documentary books in the United States. The book instigated reform legislation in New York City by attracting the attention of Theodore Roosevelt, then police commissioner of New York City, who cooperated with Riis on reform programs. Riis was also instrumental in introducing parks and playgrounds to congested neighborhoods. He was one of the first journalists to use flashbulb photography, a technique he used to dramatize his articles, lectures, and books.

Rockefeller, John D.: 
(1839-1937), American industrialist. In 1862 he went into business with Samuel Andrews, the inventor of an inexpensive process for the refinement of crude petroleum. After rapid expansion, the Standard Oil Company, organized by Rockefeller, his brother William, and several associates superseded the firm in 1870. In early 1872 Rockefeller helped form the South Improvement Company, an association of the largest oil refiners in Cleveland, arranging with the railroads for substantial rebates on shipments by members of the association. The arrangement was cancelled in three months, after popular protest, but most of Rockefeller's competitors in Cleveland had already been forced to sell out to his combine. By 1878 Rockefeller had control of 90 percent of the oil refineries in the United States and soon afterward a virtual monopoly of the marketing facilities. In 1882 Rockefeller formed the Standard Oil Trust. This, the first corporate trust, was declared an illegal monopoly and ordered dissolved by the Ohio Supreme Court in 1892, but actual dissolution was not affected until 1899. In that year, Rockefeller established the Standard Oil Company of New Jersey, remaining its president until he retired in 1911. In 1911 the company was broken into separate corporations by an antitrust decision of the U.S. Supreme Court.

Turner, Frederick Jackson: 
(1861-1932), American historian, born in Portage, Wisconsin, and educated at the University of Wisconsin and at Johns Hopkins University. In 1893 he gave an address to the American Historical Association entitled "The Significance of the Frontier in American History," published later in a collection of his essays, The Frontier in American History (1920). In the address he stated that American society had been shaped mainly by the Western frontier rather than by European influence and that the frontier had played a large part in the creation of American democracy.

Twain, Mark: 
Pseudonym of Samuel Langhorne Clemens (1835-1910), American writer and humorist, whose best work is characterized by broad, often irreverent humor or biting social satire. Twain's writing is also known for realism of place and language, memorable characters, and hatred of hypocrisy and oppression. The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn (1884), the sequel to Tom Sawyer, is considered Twain's masterpiece. The book is the story of the title character, known as Huck, a boy who flees his father by rafting down the Mississippi River with a runaway slave, Jim. The pair's adventures show Huck (and the reader) the cruelty of which men and women are capable. Another theme of the novel is the conflict between Huck's feelings of friendship with Jim, who is one of the few people he can trust, and his knowledge that he is breaking the laws of the time by helping Jim escape. Huckleberry Finn, which is almost entirely narrated from Huck's point of view, is noted for its authentic language and for its deep commitment to freedom. Huck's adventures also provide the reader with a panorama of American life along the Mississippi before the Civil War. Twain's skill in capturing the rhythms of that life help make the book one of the masterpieces of American literature

Veblen, Thorstein: 
(1857-1929), American economist and social scientist, notable for his historical investigation of the economic structure of society and for his analysis of the contemporary economic system. Veblen described society as divided into a "predator," or "leisure," class, which owns business enterprises, and an "industrious" class, which produces goods. He criticized business owners for what he considered their "pecuniary" values. In his most famous work, The Theory of the Leisure Class (1899), he characterized the leisure class as parasitic and therefore harmful to the economy. In this work, he introduced the phrase "conspicuous consumption," later used to describe the competition for social status among Americans.

Weaver, James: 
The People’s Party nominee for president in the election of 1892, James Baird Weaver of Iowa, ran on a platform that included demands for the free coinage of silver, government ownership of important utilities, and election of U.S. senators by popular vote.




. "Unlike the wage earner, the farmer demands government intervention on his behalf. He    wants the government as a partner, not as a referee." To what extent do you agree with this    statement about the objectives of wage earners and farmers? Confine your discussion to    evidence drawn from these TWO periods: 1790-1840 and 1930-1945.

 

2. Assess the significance of violence or the threat of violence in TWO of these areas: The coming of the American Revolution, The antislavery crusade, Labor's struggle for recognition and social justice, The Civil Rights Movement from 1948-1965. 

  

3. In the period 1865-1900 both farmers and workingmen believed they faced a common enemy in big business. Why were the two groups unable to achieve an effective political alliance? 

  

4. The principles of the Federalist Party, which is often said to have died with the War of 1812, lived on in different form in other political parties." Demonstrate the extent to which this is true for the Whigs and Republicans in the 19th century. 

  

5. "Opposition to the immigrant was primarily rooted in economics and politics." 

  

ASSESS THE VALIDITY OF THIS STATEMENT as applied to any TWO of the following periods: the 1790's, the 1850's, the 1880's, the 1920's. 

  

6. "In the struggle between business and labor in the years 1865-1900, all three branches of the theoretically neutral federal government favored business." 

  

ASSESS THE VALIDITY OF THIS STATEMENT. Justify your answer with specific illustrations. 

  

7. John Adams in the election of 1800, John Quincy Adams in the election of 1824, Van Buren in 1840, Cleveland in 1888, Taft in 1912, and Hoover in 1932 were unsuccessful candidates for re-election. Select THREE of these elections and point out the issues in each and the reasons for the defeat of the man seeking reelection. 

  

8. Describe early 19th century revivalism and the post-Civil War Social Gospel Movement. Explain why each developed and what the effects of each were. 

  

9. "Liberty" was demanded by the American revolutionists (1776-1783), by the South Carolinians (1832-1833), and by the Populists (1890-1896). Each group was a minority of the total population. What did the term "liberty" mean in each case? To what extent was the group successful? How do you account for the success or failure of each group? 

  

10. The Knights of Labor declined in the 1880's, the AFL declined in the 1920's, and the CIO developed effectively in the 1930's and 1940's. How do you account for the differences? 

  

11. Washington in approving the first BUS, Jefferson in purchasing Louisiana, Lincoln in suspending the "writ of habeas corpus", and Cleveland in moving troops into Illinois in 1895 all had to consider constitutional issues. Select any TWO of the above and discuss the constitutional issue involved in each. Explain why each of the two presidents acted as he did. What is your judgment of the behavior of each? 

  

12. By an analysis of TWO of the elections listed below, indicate whether you believe it is leaders or issues that determine the outcome of presidential elections: 1844, 1896, 1948. 

  

13. "During the 19th century government policy was important in causing depressions but notably weak in attempting to end them." Discuss this with reference to the depressions of 1837 and 1893. 

14. Describe and account for the change in reputation of any TWO of the following presidents during their terms in office: Jefferson , Grant, Wilson, Truman. 

  

15. "One key to the nature of a reform movement is what it seeks to preserve." Discuss this and test it by reference to TWO of the following: The American Revolution, Abolitionism, Populism. 

